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Lectotypification of the name Carex accrescens (Cyperaceae)
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Carex accrescens Ohwi (1931: 255) is a sedge found in northeastern China, Korea, Japan, Mongolia and Russia
(Govaerts et al. 2007, Dai et al. 2010, Park et al. 2016, Govaerts et al. 2018+). This species has been classified either
as sect. Ammoglochin Dumortier (1827: 146) (Rotreklova et al. 2011) or sect. Holarrhenae (D611) Pax (1888: 124)
(Hoshino & Masaki 2011, Park et al. 2016). However, both sections have been determined as non-monophyletic,
and the latest phylogenetic reconstructions (Global Carex Group 2016) recover it in a clade with members of sect.
Holarrhenae s.s. and some North American species usually classified in sect. Phaestoglochin Dumortier (1827: 146).

As part of an ongoing project promoted by the Korea National Arboretum, aimed at tracing the original materials
used to describe vascular plant taxa in Korea, we detected problems with the typification of C. accrescens. This
species was described based on a gathering made by Jisaburo Ohwi in “Kyonson”, currently in Gyeongseong-gun,
Hamgyeongbuk-do of North Korea. Regarding typification, Koyama & Kanai (1990) reported the ‘holotype’ at Kyoto
University (KYO), as well as an isotype at National Museum of Nature and Science, Tokyo (TNS; herbarium acronyms
according to Thiers 2018+). Nevertheless, the use of the term holotype is not correct and must be corrected to lectotype
under Art. 9.9 of International Code of Nomenclature for algae, fungi, and plants (ICN, McNeill et al. 2012), as Ohwi
(1931) only referred to a single gathering but not to a single specimen. There are currently two specimens at KYO that
could belong to the mentioned type collection with different accession numbers (KYO-00079069, KY0-00079070). In
addition several duplicates exist at TNS, Tokyo University (T1) and National Taiwan University (NTUF). Consequently,
those duplicates are to be considered as syntypes (Art. 9.5 of the ICN).

Koyama and Kanai’s reference (1990) could be considered as effective first-step lectotypification. A second-
step lectotype is needed in order to narrow Koyama and Kanai’s typification to a single specimen (Art. 9.17 of the
ICN). Therefore, the sheet KYO-00079070 is selected here as second-step lectotype. It has attached a label in Ohwi’s
handwriting reading “Carex accrescens Ohwi n.n.”, which supports it being original material. The selected sheet
bears a complete and well-preserved specimen that displays all the diagnostic morphological features needed for the
identification of the species, such as long creeping rhizomes, prophylls wanting, androgynous spikes, bifid stigmas,
and perigynia with serrulate winged margins and bidentate beak (Dai et al. 2010, Hoshino & Masaki 2011, Park et al.
2016). Any other specimens from Ohwi’s gathering in Kyonson must be considered as isolectotypes (Recommendation
9C of the ICN).

Typification

Carex accrescens Ohwi (1931: 255)

Lectotype (first step: Koyama and Kanai 1990, p. 109, second step: designated here):—N. KOREA. Kyonson, Korea borealis [currently
Gyeongseong-gun, Hamgyeongbuk-do], 14 June 1930, J. Ohwi 901 (KYO-00079070!, Fig. 1; iso- KYO-00079069!, NTUF-
00000358!, TI (2 sheets!, no barcode number), TNS-219758!).
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FIGURE 1. Lectotype of Carex accrescens Ohwi (J. Ohwi 901, 14 June 1930, KYO-00079070).
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